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This opinion contains indi caiions i dating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, in 
Lack of unity of invention 



□ 


Box No. I 
Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



re step and industrial applicability 



Certain documents cited 
(Alain delects in the 



application 
tional application 



FURTHER ACTION 



a demand for intei national preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion o 
ternational Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
an this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1bi<b) that written opinio 
is International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 



PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 ra 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



ling address of the ISAEP 



to he a written opinion ol the ll'l A. the applicant is 
amendments, before the expiration of a months fro 
is from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


] With regard to the htnom^c. ill]:- o|iinion has been asUi hlishs.l on the basis ol the intcinalH 
tiled, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 




1 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original langua 


ge into the following language 


. which i, the language ol a Itauslatiou luiuislicd lot the puiposcs ol international scatcli (under 


Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 




2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion lias been established on the basis of: 






1 1 a sequence listing 




| table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




□ mwnttcn format 




j | in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/fumishitig 








| filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 




1 | furni shed subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 




3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in tile subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 


4 .Additional comments: 
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International application No. 

PCT/DE2005/000153 

itive step or industrial applicability; 



Inventive step (IS) 



Inriuslrial applicability (IA) U;ums 1-15 



2 Citations and explanations: 



V.l Claim 1 

The invention defined in claim 1 meets the requirements 
for novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
of PCT Article 33(2) to (4). 



Since the features of independent claim 1 are not stated 
in their entirety in any of the documents cited in the 
search report or assessed in the introductory part of the 
description, the subject: natter of claim 1 is novel. 



The documents cited in the search report do not provide a 
person skilled in the art with any motivation to design 
the connecting device according to claim 1 in a valve 
actuation device according to 

US-A-6 047 675 (KUNZ ET AL . ) 11 April 2000 

(2000-04-11); (Dl) . 
The measure of designing the opening (14) in the limb 
(11) that is associated with the supporting element (6) 
in the form of a slot results from a step which does not 
constitute a coherent development of the cited prior art. 
The connecting device according to claim 1 therefore 
involves an inventive step. 
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re step or industrial applicability: 



The subject matter of claim 1 is functional and can be 
manufactured and is therefore also to be regarded as 
industrially applicable. 



V.2 Dependent claims 

Dependent claims 2 to 15 contain developments as per 
claim 1 and thus likewise meet the requirements for 
novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability of 
PCT Article 33 (2) to (4) . 
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